
Mark Your
Calendars✔

For information on any of these events, contact Megan Welsh  
at (262) 569-4990; or megan@lakeareafreeclinic.org. 

Saturday, September 19 –  
Second Annual LAFC 
“Let’s Tailgate” Gala - 5:30 p.m.

✔

Saturday, January 30 – 
Trivia Night at Lake Country 
Lutheran High School in  
Hartland, WI. - 7:00 p.m.  
- Doors open at 6:00 p.m.

✔

Have a Charitable Gift 
Looking for  
a Home?

Your gifts (birthdays, 
anniversaries, memorials, 

planned giving) are  
always welcome

 www.lakeareafreeclinic.org 

856 B Armour Road 
Oconomowoc, WI 53066 

www.LakeAreaFreeClinic.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Our Mission is to provide high-quality 
free medical services to those who are 

uninsured and unable to pay. 



What’s the Effect on LAFC?

The historic Burwell vs. King 
ruling by the Supreme Court 
leaves no doubt that more than 
183,000 Wisconsin residents who 
purchased their Affordable Care 
Act (ACA) mandated healthcare 
coverage on the ACA Marketplace 
will continue to benefit from 
subsidized premiums that make 
it affordable for them. That’s 
good news for the 90.7 percent 
of Wisconsin residents who 
purchased health insurance 
on the Marketplace and were 
eligible to receive subsidies that, 
on average, decreased their 
premiums by $315 per month. 

However, as we reported in our 
Spring 2015 edition, more than 
200,000 Wisconsin residents 
remain uninsured for a number 
of reasons – chief among them, 
ineligibility for Medicaid, subsidies 
or cost sharing and the prohibitive 
cost of insurance premiums. 
In Waukesha County alone (the 
territory LAFC covers), it was 
recently estimated there are 
23,000+ uninsured individuals. 

Indeed, we continue to see new 
patients each month. So far, 
through June, they’ve numbered 
160 – some with serious health 
issues that, without LAFC, would 
remain undiagnosed or untreated 
because of their inability to pay.

It’s important to remember that, 
although the ACA/”Obamacare” 
makes health insurance more 
affordable for many, it is not 
intended to be universal health 
care coverage. Free and charitable 
clinics, like LAFC, continue to 
be critical safety net providers in 
Wisconsin in response to gaps 
in health care. Consequently, the 
need for your support continues. 

In the meantime, we continue to 
work diligently to help our patients 
who qualify:

• Identify and enroll in 
appropriate health insurance 
coverage including Wisconsin 
BadgerCare and plans through 
the ACA Marketplace

• Understand their new 
insurance (deductibles, 
co-pays and premiums) 
to improve their success 
in utilizing it

• Transition to new primary 
care providers covered by 
their new insurance

If you know someone or hear of 
someone who: lives in Waukesha 
County (or the Oconomowoc Area 
School District); is uninsured; and 
whose income is less than 250 
percent of the Federal Poverty 
Level, please let them know about 
LAFC. We are grateful for your 
continued generous support of 
our mission. The need continues.

Summer 2015

Supreme Court Rules in Favor of Burwell 

In 2014 LAFC:

• Had 4,003 patient visits

• Averaged 31 new  
 patients per month

• Averaged $6,500 per month 
 in medication costs

• Obtained $30,000 per 
 month in free medications 
 for our patients from 
 pharmaceutical company 
 Patient Assistance Programs

• How LAFC Comes Up with 
Its Annual Budget

• A Look at Our Behavioral 
Health Care Practice.

Be sure to let us know if there’s 
a topic you’d like us to explore; 
contact Megan Welsh at 
262-569-4990 or 
megan@lakeareafreeclinic.org



You’ll find there’s no need to look 
any further than LAFC. Best of all, 
no specialized degree or skills are 
needed to fill our current openings 
for greeters or financial screeners. 
If you would like to make a big 
difference in our community and 
are committed to our mission, all 
that it takes to succeed in one of 
these roles is a compassionate 
attitude, attention to detail, 
and some good organizational 
skills. Training is provided and 
you’ll work side-by-side with an 
experienced volunteer until 
you’re ready to work on your 
own. No wages, but the “benefits” 
are tremendous!

If you’d like to learn more, contact 
Anna Pludemann, 
LAFC’s Volunteer Coordinator, 
at 262-569-4990 or 
anna@lakeareafreeclinic.org; 
or go to our website, 
www.lakeareafreeclinic.org, 
where you’ll find complete job 
descriptions and the online 
volunteer application.

Are You Looking for a Rewarding 
Volunteer Opportunity?

LAFC Volunteer Jenny Hirsch, RN, checks a patient’s blood pressure

Board Initiates Task Force to Explore Need 
for Adult Dental Care
At its May meeting, the board of directors discussed the huge gap in the availability of dental care for adults 
living in Waukesha County – and the increasing incidence of serious medical issues among our own patients 
resulting from lack of dental care. As a follow up to that discussion, a task force was established to study 
the need and how other counties are responding to help close this gap in their respective communities.

Over the next few months, we’ll look forward to sharing our detailed findings but, initially, we’ve learned 
that almost 10 percent of Waukesha County’s 392,761 residents – 37,147 – are uninsured for dental care 
or are on BadgerCare with limited access to dental providers. Clearly, we’ve confirmed a need. In addition, 
Waukesha County stands alone among its surrounding counties without a dental safety net for this adult 
population. Watch for more information in this newsletter as we continue to investigate how we might assist 
in meeting this vital need.



Because LAFC receives no 
government or United Way 
funding, this annual event is a 
critical source of our revenue. 
In 2014 Gala proceeds accounted 
for approximately 30 percent of 
our operating budget. Our 
second annual “Let’s Tailgate” 
theme promises to be even more 
fun than last year – with new 
games, a virtual photo booth, 
a look back at Clinic history, 
danceable music from every 
era and lots of “team spirit!”

Hopefully, you’ve already received 
your Gala invitation and are 
planning to join us. Word of mouth 
is always the best advertising, 
so we encourage you to let your 
friends and family know about this 
fun event planned for Saturday, 

September 19. It’s only through 
your generous support that 
we’re able to meet the needs 
of our community.

Gala sponsorship opportunities 
from $250 - $2,500 are still 
available. If you or your 
organization are interested in 
finding out more about being 
the “Hops- Scotch” sponsor, 
the “Heads or Tails” sponsor 
or any other ways that you can 
get involved with the 2015 
Gala, contact Megan Welsh at: 
262-569-4990

or email her at: 
megan@lakeareafreeclinic.org

Reserve your space today for the 
best doggone time – Saturday, 
September 19 – before we sell out!

Why LAFC’s Gala Should Be on Your Calendar!

Calling All 
Bakers!
We are looking for volunteers 
to make brownies or bars that 
can be easily cut and sold at 
our concession stand at this 
year’s Gala on September 
19. Goodies can be dropped 
off the day of the event at 
Olympia and we will cut and 
package them.

Are you in?! Or need more 
information? Please call 
or text Liz Silkey at: 
262-893-9304 

or email her at: 
lsilkey@roehl.org

Concession volunteers (left to right) Judy Christensen, Liz Silkey, Marilyn Tyre being “sweet” to 
Aaron Rodgers at the 2014 Gala

 


