
Mark Your
Calendars✔

For more information, contact Megan Welsh at 
(262) 569-4990; or megan@lakeareafreeclinic.org 

Saturday, January 30  –  
LAFC Trivia Night  
Impress your friends, have fun & support a  
great cause!

It’s not too late to sign up for St. Anskars Church  
and the Lake Country Episcopal Churches’ annual 
Trivia Night benefitting the Lake Area Free Clinic. 
Don’t miss out on the fun!

Lake Country Lutheran High School - 7 pm
• Teams of up to eight people – ages 12+ 
• $15 per person includes snacks and beverages 
• Silent auction

✔

856 B Armour Road 
Oconomowoc, WI 53066 

www.LakeAreaFreeClinic.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Dental Clinic 
Task Force Continues  
to Flesh Out Plans for  
Adult Dental Care
Although not yet an official initiative, increasingly, 
evidence points to the growing need for LAFC 
to offer dental care to stem the increasing 
incidence of serious medical issues among our 
own patients and within the Waukesha County 
community resulting from lack of dental care.  

LAFC’s Dental Task Force will finalize its research 
and make its recommendation to the LAFC board 
in the next few months. We estimate there are 
approximately 60,000 adults in Waukesha County 
who would qualify for dental services under the 
anticipated LAFC dental clinic eligibility criteria. 
Clearly, we’ve confirmed a need. In addition, 
Waukesha County stands alone among its 
surrounding counties without a source of dental 
care for this adult population in need.

Should our continued work on this project affirm 
we move forward, as always, we’ll need your 
support – and we thank you in advance for what 
we know will be your overwhelming response.

Be sure to let us know if there’s a topic you’d like us  
to explore; contact Megan Welsh at 262-569-4990  
or megan@lakeareafreeclinic.org.            

Our Mission is to provide high-quality 
free medical services to those who are 

uninsured and unable to pay. 



A rousing success, LAFC’s annual gala 
was held on September 19, raising 
approximately $105,000. Longtime 
LAFC VIPs Betty Schumacher and 
Beth Johnson served as hosts in 
special recognition of their late spouses 
Dr. Bernie Schumacher and Dr. Ken 
Johnson’s considerable contributions 
to the Clinic. The repeat “Let’s Tailgate” 
theme was enthusiastically received –
judging by the significant spirit and  
team pride apparel displayed by this 
year’s attendees.

Clinic Winter 2016 

Tailgaters, Volunteers and VIP Hosts  
Secure Another Big Win for LAFC 
September fundraiser/friendraiser continues to assure LAFC’s mission 

Donna Voigt, Scott Allen, Kathy Allen and Janet Schulz  
share their Packer pride at the Gala’s “tailgate party”

Volunteers and Badger backers Steve and Patty Brink ran the 
“Hops-Scotch” game at this year’s Gala!

LAFC Works to Keep the  
Whole Patient Healthy
One of the driving forces behind the work that’s done 
at the Lake Area Free Clinic is our firm belief that health 
care is a right, not a privilege. We also recognize caring 
for a patient’s health includes both medical treatment 
and services to maintain mental health well-being.

As a result, LAFC is privileged to serve patients requiring 
mental health counseling – including treatment options 
for individual, family and relationship counseling. 
Referrals to Waukesha County Mental Health services 
are made for any acute conditions.  

Our program serves adults and older adolescents age 
18 and older. An appointment in the general medical 
clinic is required to establish care and access behavioral 
health services. 

If this is a program you’d like to support through a 
directed donation, please contact Megan Welsh at 262-
569-4990 or megan@lakeareafreeclinic.org. Or, if you 
know someone who could benefit, please let them know 
we’re here to help.



You’ll find 
there’s no 
need to look 
any further 
than LAFC.  
Best of all, no 
specialized 
degree or 

skills are needed to fill our current 
openings for data entry, greeters 
or financial screeners. If you 
 

would like to make a big difference 
in our community and you are 
committed to our mission, all that 
it takes to succeed in one of these 
roles is a compassionate attitude, 
attention to detail and some good 
organizational skills. Training is 
provided and you’ll work side-by-
side with an experienced volunteer 
until you’re ready to work on your 
own. No wages, but the “benefits” 
are tremendous!

If you’d like to learn more,  
contact Anna Pludemann,  
LAFC’s Volunteer Coordinator,  
at 262-569-4990 or 
anna@lakeareafreeclinic.org;  
or go to our website,  
www.lakeareafreeclinic.org  
where you’ll find complete job 
descriptions and an online  
volunteer application.

LAFC Named Oconomowoc Chamber 
of Commerce’s Non-Profit of the Year

Did You Make a New Year’s Resolution to Volunteer?

Congrats to all the staff and volunteers who made this prestigious award possible! 

LAFC’s Marketing and Fund Development Director Megan Welsh, Medical Director Dr. Peter Geiss, Executive Director Mary Reich, and 
Board President Donna Voigt accept the Oconomowoc Chamber Non-Profit of the Year Award at the Chamber’s annual award celebration  
held on November 5.



In 2015, even with increased 
access to health insurance in the 
United States, there remain critical 
gaps leaving millions of Americans 
and at least 220,000 Wisconsin 
residents (according to the Robert 
Woods Johnson Foundation) 
uninsured or lacking critical 
medical, dental or behavioral 
health care.

Certainly, the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA/”Obamacare”) made health 
insurance more affordable for 
many, yet it was never intended 
to be universal health coverage – 
leaving free and charitable clinics 
to fill the gaps. So, exactly where 
are the gaps we hear so much 
about? These gaps can affect  
your neighbor or friend, your 
barber or hairdresser, your bank 
teller or baker, or your favorite 
niece or nephew.  

One major gap is the lack of 
knowledge or understanding 
of ACA Health Insurance 
Marketplace eligibility, including 
how to enroll, the existence of 
the ACA tax credits (insurance 
premium subsidies) and how  
they work.

Many of the remaining uninsured 
are those the most in need. 
According to the Wisconsin 
Association of Free and Charitable 
Clinics (WAFCC), 31% of the 
uninsured have at least one 
chronic or ongoing medical 
condition. And despite the fact 
that 57% of the uninsured are 
working, 58% of the uninsured 
report having $100 or less left 
every month after paying the bills. 

To help address these critical  
gaps after the implementation  
of the ACA, LAFC continues to 
work diligently to help our  
patients who qualify:

 Enroll in and select a  
 subsidized Wisconsin health  
 insurance plan at the federally  
 facilitated Health Insurance  
 Marketplace;

 Understand their deductibles,  
 co-pays and premiums;

 Transfer their prescriptions; and

 Establish relationships with  
 new primary care providers.

The need continues for those 
who remain uninsured (see below) 
despite ACA implementation.  
If you know someone or hear of 
someone who is uninsured,  
lives in Waukesha County  

(or the Oconomowoc School 
District) and whose income is less 
than 250% of the Federal Poverty 
Level, please let them know about 
LAFC. And, please continue your 
generous support of our mission.  

Critical Gaps in Health Insurance Coverage Remain

What are some examples of the remaining 
uninsured people in Wisconsin? Those who...
 Find employer individual or family coverage 
“unaffordable” and are not eligible for subsidies 
because of how ACA affordability is defined
 Cannot enroll in BadgerCare (Medicaid)
 Are exempt from the ACA Insurance Mandate  
and Shared Responsibility Payment 
 Dropped their expensive COBRA insurance  
after the open enrollment period, not realizing this 
does not trigger a special enrollment period for the  
ACA Marketplace
 File taxes separately from their spouse, rendering 
them ineligible for subsidies in the Marketplace
 Are waiting for their insurance to become effective
 Are caught in between the differences of income 
determination for the Marketplace and BadgerCare
 Are undocumented residents and cannot purchase 
insurance in the US
 Missed the open enrollment period

 Live in Waukesha County or the 
 Oconomowoc School District

 Are uninsured

 Have an income less than 250%  
 of the Federal Poverty Level

Lake Area Free Clinic 
qualifying patients...


