
In 2008 I was the vice president of a company and had  

a lot of real estate investments. I was doing really well! 

Then the real estate market turned upside down and the 

company I was working with for 20 years was sold.  

I was jobless.

For the first time in my life, I found myself tight 

on money. For 20 years I was content and then 

discontentment struck overnight. This was a major  

life change.

It was like the perfect storm. Economic downturn, and then I got cancer  

and was diagnosed as diabetic. I was sick and I couldn’t get insurance. 

I needed insulin. I needed a lot of things. It was a mentally taxing time of  

my life. I was a proud guy, but I had no options. 

A friend told me about the Lake Area Free Clinic. It was humbling to walk 

through the doors, but I had no choice. Everyone was always professional 

and so nice. It wasn’t your wallet they were talking to, it was a person.  

Donna was a great nurse practitioner, Terry the greeter, Winnie my case 

manager, Mary, the executive director… I loved all of the people there.

They educated me about my diabetes. I got to where I was infection free.  

I lost weight. My blood pressure now is 100/ 60. My A1C is 6 (that’s good) 

and my cholesterol is better than the national average.

I got wonderful care and this is the healthiest I have been in 10 years.

I get up every morning and choose to be happy. I count my blessings and 

I want to make a difference in the world. The market is good again. I have 

insurance and I still get to see Donna – at her office.  

I got a second chance. I want others to have a second chance. Things are 

going well now, but I look forward to a time when I can make a difference  

in other people’s lives by financially helping the clinic.

It can happen to anyone...

Joe’s Story...



856 Armour Road
Oconomowoc, WI 53066
262-569-4990
www.lakeareafreeclinic.org

IT CAN happen to anyone... Many people who walk 
through our doors would never have pictured themselves here. 
But, as we all know in our hearts, circumstances can change 
in an instant. We are indeed fortunate to have people in our 
community who can pick us up and support us in our hour of 
need. At the Lake Area Free Clinic we see stories like Joe’s 
every day. And we are so grateful to have the ability to help  
the “Joes” of our community and all the other deserving  
people who need our services. 

Won’t you please consider sending a donation in the enclosed 
envelope (or donate online at www.lakeareafreeclinic.org) 
as part of your charitable giving this year? You can give a  
second chance and hope to people like Joe and thousands of 
others who really need the help of neighbors like you. 

With gratitude and thanks for your caring support of Joe and  
all those we help through our mission,

The Lake Area Free Clinic

Lake Area 
Free Clinic Facts
›  Serves all of Waukesha County 
and Oconomowoc School District

›  More than 4,000 patient visits 
last year

›  Currently averaging  
25-30 new patients per month

›  Medical home offering acute 
and chronic care services, disease 
management and a comprehensive 
Diabetes Clinic

›  Access to medication,  
laboratory and radiology services

›  Support and assistance in 
evaluating patient insurance 
options 

›  Open Tuesday and Thursday 
(walk-in), 5 – 8 pm and  
afternoons (by appointment only)

Dear Friend of the Lake Area Free Clinic, 


