
Clinic Fall 2014

On Saturday, September 6, 
LAFC held its 2014 annual gala, 
“Let’s Tailgate!” at Olympia 
Resort in Oconomowoc.  We are 
pleased to announce that this 
year’s event, attended by 363 
supporters, was a resounding 
success, raising $147,000 – 
approximately one-third of our 
annual budget – which was 
history-making in more ways 
than one. Not only is it the largest 
amount raised at the gala to 
date, amazingly, the amount 
raised was equal to the Clinic’s 
total cost for caring for 363 
patients – as if each attendee 
sponsored a patient for a year. 

Kudos go out to LAFC board 
member Chris Both (who chaired 

the event for the fifth year in a 
row) and her hard-working and 
passionate team of over 40 
volunteers. We are particularly 
grateful for gala hosts Mary and 
Craig Schiefelbein who have 
taken up our cause so selflessly 
and inspired so many to give.  

Always a casual but lively evening, 
many gala guests told us they 
really appreciated this year’s 
spirited sports-themed event 
and the opportunity to wear their 
favorite teams’ colors. Surely 
the success of this year’s gala is 
due to the countless hours and 
commitment of so many and the 
generous spirit of the community 
in which we live – to all of you we 
extend a sincere thank you, we 
hope to see you next year!

Clinic Gala Receipts Make History

Co-Host  and Master of Ceremonies Craig Schiefelbein inspiring the crowd.

Photo above: Attendees check out items 
during the silent auction.

Photo right: Bottom: the late Tom Snyder; 
Middle (left to right): Heidi Harwood,  
Tammy Blankenheim, Amy Russell,  
Jameela Bonahoom;
Top (left to right): Craig Schiefelbein,  
Ramon Aguirre, Rick Russell are all smiles 
during Let’s Tailgate 2014!



In this issue of Clinic 
Connection, the Clinic shines  
a new “Partner Spotlight” on 
Aurora Health Care and 
ProHealth Care

You’ve heard it said it takes a 
village to raise a child.  Similarly, 
it takes a caring and committed 
community to provide the level 
of services needed to meet the 
diverse needs of our patients 
who make the Lake Area Free 
Clinic (LAFC) their “medical 
home.”

On the one hand, it would be 
impossible to run the Clinic 
without the generous gift of time 
from our community of nearly 
230 active volunteers – among 
them, doctors, physician’s 
assistants, nurse practitioners, 
RNs, LPNs, lab technicians, 
data entry clerks and other 
administrative support 
specialists – who support the 
more than 5,500 patient visits 
recorded in the past year.

For many patients, however, the 
Clinic relies on the significant 
donation of services by our 
hospital system partners and 
associated provider specialists 
who help serve our patients 
off-premise.  In this issue of 

the Clinic Connection, we want 
to recognize our two hospital 
system partners – Aurora 
Health Care and ProHealth 
Care – as well as their partners.  
If not for their support, the 
comprehensive treatment 
we’re committed to providing 
our patients would be, if not 
impossible, surely much more 
challenging. 

We’d like to take this 
opportunity to recognize and 
extend our utmost gratitude to:

Aurora Health Care, which 
provides CT scans and MRIs to 
our patients, completely free of 
charges, including the critical 
“read” fee; and

ProHealth Care, which 
provides complex lab and  
x-ray services, also completely 
free of charges.

We would also like to recognize 
Lake Country Pathologists SC 
and Radiology Waukesha SC 
for donating their “read” fees  to 
Clinic patients. 

Together, the combined value of 
their services is approximately 
$400,000 annually. On behalf  
of our patients and the entire 
Lake Country community,  
thank you so much!

Did you know?
In October 2013 Amazon 
launched a new website for 
its online store that donates a 
fraction of shoppers’ purchase 
amounts to charity.

At the site – www.smile.
amazon.com – the world’s 
largest retailer says shoppers 
will find exactly the same 
items at the same prices that 
they would on its regular site 
or mobile app, with some 
exceptions. (NOTE: This writer, 
a regular “smile” shopper, 

hasn’t found any exceptions to 
date.) To sign up, simply  
visit www.smile.amazon.com 
and enter the charity of your 
choosing. We hope you’ll 
choose the Lake Area Free 
Clinic. 

Once on the site, you also have 
an opportunity to download 
an Amazon smile button to 
your browser for easy access. 
Amazon places no cap on its 
donation amount so, with the 
holidays ahead, you can make 
your shopping efforts and gifts 
even more meaningful.

Calling Amazon Online Shoppers!  

“Medical Home” Model Requires 
Strong Partnerships
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2014 Gala Attendees Embrace Sports-Spirited Theme

Photo right (left to right): Chuck Palmer,  
Katie Ohnmacht, Chad Mitts, Toni Palmer,  
Linda Moroney and Sheila Reynolds are  
prepared to tailgate. 

Photo below: The Oconomowoc High School 
Marching Band fires up the crowd.

What is a 
“medical home”?

A medical home is a 
team-based health care 
delivery model, led by a 
physician that provides 

comprehensive and 
continuous medical care. 
In the case of the LAFC, it 
means we diagnose and 
treat both our patients’ 

acute and chronic illnesses 
– and provide access to 
medication, diagnostic 
and laboratory services 

at no cost to eligible 
patients. The Clinic also 

offers referrals for specialty 
services and follow-up 

care, as well as education, 
information and resources 

regarding state-funded 
care and options available 

through the Affordable 
Care Act’s Health 

Insurance Marketplace.

www.smile.amazon.com

Why Do You Support LAFC?
Let us know and if your response is chosen for publication in Clinic Connection, the newsletter 
committee will make a $25 gift in your name to the Free Clinic. Address your reply to megan@

lakeareafreeclinic.org. And please let us know if there’s a subject you’d like covered in this publication.



Mark Your
Calendars✔

For information on any of these events, contact Megan Welsh  
at (262) 569-4990; or megan@lakeareafreeclinic.org. 

Saturday, November 8  –  
LAFC’s Volunteer Recognition Brunch

✔

Watch for Your Next Issue of 
Clinic Connection...

 ...for LAFC’s report on the Affordable Care 
Act’s first year impact on free clinics and, 

specifically, its effect on our clinic. 

November- December –  
Arrange to have your group or  
organization come in for a tour as a 
meaningful holiday outing

✔

Saturday, January 24 –  
Trivia Night, 
St. Anskar’s Episcopal Church, Hartland 

✔

Have a Charitable 
Gift Looking for  

a Home?

Your gifts (birthdays, 
anniversaries, memorials, 

planned giving) are  
always welcome

 www.lakeareafreeclinic.org 

856 B Armour Road 
Oconomowoc, WI 53066 

www.LakeAreaFreeClinic.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Our Mission is to provide high-quality 
free medical services to those who are 

uninsured and unable to pay. 


